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INSTITUTES ON /AR ANT POST V/AR ISSUES

Cooperating with the national library program of

institutes to discuss the issues of war and peace and
to talk and think about how best to have the libraries
serve, four meetings were held in West Virginia: Clarks-
burg, Charleston, Huntington and Parkersburg. The
meeting scheduled for Shepherdstown in the castern pan-
handle had to be cancelled because of difficult trans-
portation problems. The total number of invitations
issued was 765, total attendance 201, total number of
towns represented 27.

The institute in Clarksburg, April 27, arranged
by Miss Ethel Green of the Public Library had the widest
represcntation of any with delegates from cleven towns
in eight different counties of the northern part of
the stete attending., There wore nine public librarians,
‘ten school librarians, and eight college librarians,
end in addition two trustees and twenty citizens.

Hrs. Je. Ransel Romine, a trustec from Clarksburg,
served as chairman of the morning scssion built on the
theme: "OQur Libraries and America's Futurc." Miss
Florence Reese, an instructor in library science o
flest Virginic University, brought on exhibit of books
for youth to illustrate her talk and she circulated a
Check 1ist of titles. Thet well dirccted rezding of
Well selected books will desirably influence the think-
ing of the future was o point of omphasis. Her talk
Was particularly valuable for public libraries in most




of the countics representod at the mecting ore Greatly
lecking in good books for youth.

1

The discussion following the tolk, "Tho flole of
Library Extension in ¥er and Psaco," by tre cxccutive
socretory of the ¥. Vo. Library Commission, rorenled
the ever presont problems of how to sceure support to
provide the books, metorials, and other litrnry sor-
vices necessary to morc gencrzal understandirg of the
issucs of war and peacc. In most VWeost Virginic coun-
tics no tax funds or very inadzquate tox money is

‘availables

Questions loft open were discusscd agdin at the
luncheon to which all the delegatos wore invited. The
sociability of the luncheon was much enjoyed.

During the afternoon session Mr. We P. Kellom,
librerian at West Virginia University Library, pre-
sided and gave a roview of Tislt lights of the Chicago
and Pittsburgh Institutes. Rev. John . HNelson, Pas=
tor, Central Christisn Church in Clarksburg, in present-
ing the subject, "Cen We Win the Pence?' pointed out
the obstacles that would have to be overcome. His talk
stimulated an intcresting discussion from the floor.

Besidos the exhibit of books for youth, a display
of books listed on the folder, "Mobilizing Cur Brain-
power," was cxomined by o good many and the lists were
distributed. -

‘ Tho meeting in Charlcston on April 29 was unique
in our West Virginia series in that three of the apoak-
ers were from out of tho stuse. NMiss Isobel P. Lymeh,
acting librarian of the Kenawhe County Public Lidroary,
Y10 with her steff wos hostoss, reportcd chet 375 in-
V}ﬁa?ious were sent ond that GO persons atieoudoa.  OF
the 1ibrnrions who come fiftcen were from vasliic, threo
M school and five from college libroricse Light

werc representod.




Two scssions were hold: morning and aftcrnoon
gith Mrs. Leon Cornovsky of Chicago ecting as modero-
tor. As in our other mcotings the method uscd wes for
the leader to introduce the subject then call on the
spealer for deveclopment of it, follow his talk with
comments ond qucstions from the audience cnswored by
the expert, and finolly to summarize in review the
points brought up during the session. Mrs. Carnovsky
handled the meoting in a very interosting woy contri-
buting, too, her own ideas.

Miss Nodine Clark, teacher in the history depart-
ment of Stonowall Jackson High School in Charleston
spoke on the subject, "This is Our Wer." HMr. Calvin
Price, cditor of tho Pocahontas Times, Marlinton,

W, Voo, hod as his subject, "What we can do now."
s

During the second sossion Mr. Robort Blakely,
editor of the Des Moines Rogister and Tribunc, addressecd
the group. He used one of the same points Miss Clark
had stressod, that tho American people have alwtys been
“involved in world offairs end cited facts from our
history to illustrate how even in coloniecl times we
were fighting world wars. He said our domestic affairs
had dlways involved the domestic affairs of other peo-
ples and visa versa, ond that this would become in-
creasingly true in the world ahcad. Mr. Blokely said
that since we are entering a global civilization of ine-
credible differecnces ond undeniable units therec is a
need for a project in common. Vheon asked, "What can
we do?" he said the quostion cannot be answored speci-
fically but that there must be emphasis on attitude so
when time for moking dotails must come the peoplo will
have the intellectunl and emotioncl preparation for
making them.

One of tho most practical talks for librarians
Was that of Mrs. Marion Howes, head of the education
dCP&rtmont, Enoch Pratt Library, Boltimorc. From her
®Xperience she gave us ideas of how to inform the pub-
lic through books - and this becomes our immedinte job.



Miss Lynch's publicity committce arronged for o
pumber of spot ennovncersnts to be given over tne Jjoosal
proadcasting stoticas wnd thn day brfore the Insticute
q tronscription was made o0 o brof2censt Lnnt evening
in which Miss Leonore Vinite, cormittec chairmen, lMrs.
Carnovsky, Mrs. Hawes and lMiss Johmson, the state co-
ordinator of West Virginia institutes, took port.

The Kanawha County Librory's well equipped book-
mobile was on oxhibit at the city auditorium where the
meeting wes held cnd time was nllowed at noon to visit:
it and to sco the main library where special book dis--
plays featured the program subjects, cnd lists, "Let
the People Know! were distributed.

The hostess library staff ontortoined the region-
el committee ond- speakers at luncheon ond Mr. John Roy;,:
chairman of thoe County Library board, entertained the
speakers ond library staff ot dinner at the Edgswood
Country Club.

The Institute at Huntington, liay 14, planncd by
Mrs. Madalyn Bradford, libraricn of the Public Library;
Miss Rosa Oliver, librarian at Marshall College; and =
Mrs. Otis G. Wilson, member of the W. Va. Library Com=
mission, was designed particularly for librarians and
citizens of Huntington and Cobell County. Seventy five

invitations were extended and o total of 58 8igned tho -
registsr. S

The afternoon session, held ot the Huntington

Public Library, was attended by thirty five pcople rop-
Fescnting librories, schools and various local organizas
tions such as: D.A.R., AAUW., Woman's Clubs, P.T.A.,

Army and Navy Mothers, Y.¥,C.A. and other intercsted
People. :

The specakers wore: Mrs. Bradford, librarion, who
Spoke briefly of the noocds and purposcs cof institutes
°h the post war issuegs. Rabbi Lawrenco Ae Block, who
dlscussod issucs which we will hove to consider both
%t home ond in the world ot largo. Mr. 0. C. Nuttoer,
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County Superintendant of Schacle, croke of problens
the schools arc huvine to moebt and of acdjusiments
they will have to melke in tihe post wor world. Iiss
Johnson spoke of the place ol library extension dur-
ing war time.

"The evening session began with a dinner at the
Johnson Memorial Church. Fifty one persons were pre-
sent. The following clubs and organizations were rep-
resented: three Women's Clubs, P.T.A., Farm Women,
County Agent, Better Library Movement, AJA.U.W., Cur-
rent History, Classroom Tecachers, Navy Mothers, Ki-
wanis Club, Y.W.C.A., and local newspaopers.

The evening speokers wore Rabbi Block who spoke
of the neod for overcoming ignorance, indifferonce and
individualism, if we aro to devolop a lasting peaco,
and the noed for a world Monroe Doctrine to protect
that peaco.

Dr. Marius Blesi spoke of tho humanitics in the
post war world and Dr. Edword B. Willingham spoke of
the values wo must not losc sight of, cspecially of the
importance of inter-roligious cooperation ecnd the need

of understanding people of other crecds and roces.

One very valuable result of the Huntington in-
stitute was action tekoen after the dinnor progrom dis-
cussion to orgonize a citizens' library movement for
the improvement of ond the extension of public library
service. Mrs. Dorothy B. Bragonier handled the dis-
cussion poriod for the evoning session and Mrs. Roude-
bush served as moderator during the aftornoon.

A display in tho circulation room of the Hunting-
ton Public Library, "Books Hitler Burned," was o very
strilzing one. Copies of o list of books on the war
Were aveilable to all.

Thirty four pcople attended the Parkersburg insti-
tute representing five towns in the district. Miss
fane B, Taylor, librarian of the Carnegie Library and
¥iss Ida M. Peters, librarian of Central Junior Senior




the hest
- BOLT ot

Potors prosided at both th

hoon sossions and conductod discussi
on the program. e




The American Library Association inaugurated
officers for 1943-44 in Chicago on July 7. Miss
Althea Warren, librarian of tho Los Angeles Public
Library beceme president, succeoding Mr. Keyes De
Hotcalf, director of Harvard University Libreries.
Mr. Carl Vitz, librarian of the Minneapolis Public
Iibrary become first vice-president and prosident
olect,

_ Instead of inaugural ceremonies ot the onnual
conference, which has boen concolled for 1943, tho new
officers were inducted at o dinner in thoir honor ot

the Drake Hotel in Chicago. :

POST-WAR STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES

To answer your question, "How does our library
compare?", o new publication is just out by A.L.lA.
which will serve as & good yardstick for measuring
your library and for planning its development.

Chepters are devoted to public librery objectives,
stondards of servico, size and arca, standards of fi-
nance, of buildings, of book collection, and standards
of persomnel and of technical prccosses.

Use it to moke o solf-survey of your library fune-
tions ond evaluate your sorvices. Usc it in publicity
offorts to preparc now for onlarged rosponsibilitics
in the post-war world.

Post~llar Standards for Public Libraries, prepered
by the Committce on Post War Plomning of the A.L.As

9hicago, American Library Association, 1943. 92p.

WHLT OUR BORROVERS SAY

You've heard that tho best library publicity comes
from tho users of books. Thosc excerpts from letters
received at tho Library Cormission from scme of our
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Ohio approprinted $100,000 (biennium) for state

jd in the development of county-wide library service.

Penmsylvonia provided $55,000 (biennium) for
‘state 2id for encouragement of county librariese.

Virginia appropriated $100,000 for 1942-44 as a
irgt provision for state-wide public library develep-

U

nont, perticularly in rural areas, with emphasis on
ccunty ond rogional libraries.

North Carolina granted $250,000 for the 1943-45
biennium as state aid for promoting, aiding and equal=
izing public library service.

Michigan approprinted $300,000 for the year 1943-44
for state aid for existing libraries and for develope
ment of now service. : a

Louisiona oppropriated $144,820 (biennium) fer
regional and parish demonstretions under the Sponsor=
ship cf the Library Commissione.

Vhat our neighbor states have done West Virginia
con do. Every citizen interested in library improve-
ment for the state as o wheole is needed to help in an
information campaign. What will you do to arcuse the
interest and to secure plonned action frem local leaders
ond orgonized groups for state aid for public library
Service in West Virginia? - :

' NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS

.. The outstanding American swards for childron's |
litoraturo were announced June 14 at a dinmer in the
R??chclt Hotel in New York givon by the children's

Library Division of AcLeAs o

" The final voting of the jury of twenty-two selee=
i? for the Newbory Award Adam of the Road, & beock by
ilzabeth Janet Groy, to whom young people are already
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indebted for many good volumes. The runners-up were
The Middle Moffat by Eleanor Estes cnd Have You Soen
Torr Thumb? by Mabel Leigh Hunt.

a————— .

The Newbery Award, conferred upon tho author of
the best book of the year, is twenty-two yecrs old this
spring. The first gold medal wont to Hendrik Willem
Van Loon for The Story of Mankind, and the list of
wimmers in other years incluces Fugh Leofting, Will
Jemes, Dhan Gopal Mukerji, Rachel Field and Walter
Edmonds .

Adom of the Road is a story of modiovel Englond,
ot o time when Englishmon wore becoming awaro of the
rights of tho cormon man. The son of a froubadour, on
his journcyings through grent cities, abbey towns and
smnll villages, rubs shoulders with farmors, merchants
and actors who typify the English spirit as it was then
end is nowe It is illustratecd by Robert Lowson, who
wos himsolf a Cnldecott Medal winner in 1941.

The Caldecott Award went to Virginia Lee Burton
for Tho Little House, the fourth of her happy and col-
orful picturo books. The runners-up werc Dash and
Dart by Mary and Conrad Buff, and Marshmallow by Clare
Turlay Newb.rry, artists with long records of books thai
hove delightod children.

Tho Caldecott Mednl is givon to tho artist re-
sponsible for the most distinguished picturo book
published during the year.,

Virginia Lee Burton is o young artist who has had
& varied coreer as dancing teacher, life saver ond art
Instructor. She is now living in Gloucestor, Massachu-
setts, with her sculptor husbend, Goorge Domctrios,
ond two children, Aris and Mike. The Little Houso ro-
counts the experience of a farm cottage which in time
f}nds itsolf ongulfed by the city. In clever and ori-
glnal pictures, it conveys to the vory ycung the tran-
Sltion of tho Americaon countryside from rural to urban
Population. | |




BOOK WEEK AMMOUNCED

The twenty-fifth celebration of CHILDREN'S BOOK
WEEK falls on November 14-20. Many of you have shared
this program since 1919. Although we can be justly
roud of the achievements of the first quarter of =a
century, 1943 is not a year to rest on our laurels.
Fathers, if they are home at all, aro working longer
hours. Many mothers have important wur jobs. Children
have morc time to themselves with less guidance. Li-
brarians and tecchers, thereforo, havo added responsi-
bilities. Books and the reading habit can be o sto-
bilizing influenceo while tho normel conditions of
childhood aro disrupted, and of enduring velue in the
~years to come, :

Librarians and library sponsors can point out ways
to Build the Future with Books. Tho slogan noced
not be another catch phraso. To overy community in the
United States it presonts a challenge cnd an opportun-
itys Does your locality have adequate reading facilitios
for young peoople?, Plon programs to convince members of
- the compunity that children's books are an importont
investment for homes, schools and libraries.

All of us are talking about the botter world we
hope to build. That world belongs to our children.
Reading can prepare them to bo intolligent and happy
¢itizens. Books sbout America will dovelop strong con-
Victions to carry on our demecratic trodition. Books
Sbout other lands will enable them to rogard our allios
85 Individusls and to understand thom. Roading con
Prevent tho barriers of racial and nationnl projudices
from boing raised in tho minds of our young people.

Lot g encourage the reading habit, lot's Build the
Futuro with Books!

. The offices of Book Week Headquarters, 62 Woxt
5th St., New York, will agoin issue poster, boolkmarks
nd manuals. | |
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~ Blank forms for esscavial focts rogarding 1
-ies ara being sent with tho July ILookout,
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The circulation for the year will be eround
24,000, Thoro are nore subscribers reading the non-
fiction books thon ot ory tire in the history of tho
1ibrary. We circulate all types of books from thc ones
to the little six year olds who go out so proudly with
their first little beck to an exciting nmystery for ro-
laxotion and on to the child who csks for "a true love
for Mom and o westorner for Ded."”

Just in the lest month tho Gerden Club has planted

mony shrubs in the Library grounds and has put gold

fish in the pool. This males a very pretty effoct with !

the fountrnin going constantly.

The Library sponsors the rural Boolmobile sorvice
which is under the direction of Mrse. Jessioc L. Messen-

“'ger. Men, woman and children throughout the County

have been givon a world of pleasure and information
who otherwise would not be able to obtain books.

our wer nctivitios have consisted of circulating

i
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a8 mony of the books by war correspondents as possible.

We have nlso writton reviews of these books for the
local papers and hnd exhibits of wor posters, var lit-
ernture and war books. The Viectory Book Campaign has
been of help in that it crented interest in the war ef-
fort aside from supplying books for the service mon.

I think the Library should pley o large cnd in-
_portant part in the problem of poace moking. It is o
real opportunity to lay a sure foundation in tho minds
of our readers as to their way of thinking in the
crucinl problems confronting us in the post war world.
Toward this problem, we have books such as A Basis for
the Peace to Come, The Making of Tomorrow, VWillkic's

. One Wior1ld, Whot America Mecns to Me by Pearl Buck,
Hoover's Problems of Lasting Peaco, and others."

VOLUNTEERS HELP

‘ The Public Library of Marion County is rocoive
lFg.assistance through voluntoers from the County
Citizens Service Corps in clerical and stenographic
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gork oand in keeping the rural stotion libraries in
operations Members of tho Corps arc awerc of the
importance of malzing booils ~raileble to 2ll the
people of their county ‘n vartimno.

A GOOD START
The Richwood Public Lihrary is one of West
Virginia's nowest 1ibrarios. Started in August, 1942
with an allotmont from tho city council it had cir-

culaoted to June 1 o totel of 10,357 books Irom a
stock of about 3,000 volumes. !umerous cormunity
orgonizotions as well as individuals have made nico
contributions.

CARNEGIE ALCOVE GIFT

The Library Cormission has reccently becono tho
recipient of gifts of books from tho Carnegie Endow-
nont fof International Peace. The books form & collce-
tion khown as the Intermational Mind Alcove ond aro
choson from the most raecent publications that bear upon
the ou&tqgé, tha .rt, tlhe g lHyre, the governmont, or
the geography of foreign nations and pooples. & wider
kmowledgo of our world neighbors tonds to deopen under-
standing and modify prejudico.

The books come in smell installments four times
o year ond it teokes about six years for tho Alcove col-
lection to reach the moximum of one hundrod books.

Froe public librarics in smell cormunitics (gen~-
ernlly in towns from 1,000 to 10,000 population) which
have been established for at lenst o yoar aro eligible.
Any librarian of such a library may apply for an Alcove
of books.

If you arc interested addresx Miss Jenet Wallace,
Lleove Assistant, Carnogie Endownment for International
Poace, Division of Intercourse and Fducation, 405 West
117th Street, New York City, Ne Yo . ‘ )




